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To the RE ADE R. 


1 Reader will be much diſappointed if 
he expects to find in the following ſheets- 
ſacred truths converted into ridicule, and reli-- 
gion ſcoffed and deſpiſed : God forbid !. Let the 
pen be uplifted to laſh the amorous debilitated 
leacher of ſixty: Let it be (as in the preſent: 
caſe) taken up to ſcourge ignorant fanatics; but 
never never let it attempt to degrade that. 
pure aud undefiled chriſtiauity, which. is. the- 
gloiy of a man. | 


The Author is well: aware, that the follows: 

ing Piece will be very differently interpreted. 

' By ſome it will be held as an inſolent oppro- 
brious publication, cenſuring their judicial pro-·k 
cedure: add to this, hearty prayers for the re- 

for mation of the offender: By others, as the 
production of a diltempered brain, bewildered. 
imagination, inſtigated to this performance by 

the foes of the church, by the deſpiſers of or- 
dinances. VE 


He flitters himſelf, that with the candid and 
impartial the former. will be otherwiſe conſtru- 
ed, and is happy to affirm with boldneſs, that: 
the latter is not the caſe. Ihe fact is this: 


Te late proceedings of a petite court in this 

neighbourhood, have been ſo bare. faced, fo da- 

ringly irregular, that the man who withes well: 

to the place of his reſidence cannot refrain his: - 
. * | 


animadverſions, but muſt expreſs the ſentiments 
of his mind as a friend 4o ſocie ty. 


When men ſhut the gate of preferment a- 
gainſt virtue, it is an irrefragable argument of 
a corrupt and degenerate age: Io expect a 
quick tranſition from ſuch vileneſs, a ſudden 
reformation from ſuch depravity and corrupti- 
on, is all one as to build caſtles in the air; to 
found our hope upon nothing, or at moſt upon 
a very ſlender ground, a ſhallow and a very 
fandy bottom. 


And who that has the intereſt of his country 
at heart can reſtrain himſelf? To ſee primace 
and diſſimulation uſurp the place of real religi- 
on and true piety : To ſee the ſocial virtues e- 
jected, as inconfiſtent with their narrow con- 
fined fyſtem of the goſpel—W ho, I ſay, can re- 
ſtrain himſelf? None, doubtleſs, but thoſe who 
regard not theſe important matters, but are ac- 
tuated by a worldly ſpirit, impenetrable to 
truth, and inattentive to the reiterated calls of 
reaſon and of juſtice. 


, With-regard to the following attempt to ex- 
- Poſe to the public cenſure the ſhameful in. 
fringements ſome perſons have made upon equi. 


ty and truth, the Author hopes they will think 
it confined within the bounds of a wholeſome. 


chaſtiſement : Shall fanaticiſm be accounted for 
faith, enthuſiaſm for godlineſs? ſhall the celeſti. 
al precepts of the goſpel be degraded by the 
pretended votaries of religion? and is it crimi- 
nal to oppoſe this outrage againſt reaſon and 
religion? heaven never deſigned man to be 
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tame and paſſive: In ſuch a caſe one may be 


ionocently angry; and it was with this deſign 
the generons ferment was implanted in our na- 


Senſible of the reception this piece will meet 


with from ſuch, the Author apprebends no miſ- 


chief from anderſtandings like thoſe he has been 


able to provoke; for anger and fury, thongh 
they add ſtrength to the ſinews of the body, 
yet are found to relax thoſe of the mind, and 
to render all its efforts feeble and impotent. 


As to the execution of it, he knows it is deſli. 


tute of merit, but with reality it is highly re- 
plete: With the candid and impartial he there. 
fore leaves this trifle, hoping their generoſity 


will forgive any improprieties they may find 


in it. 


His weak endeavours Jet their candour raiſe ; 
They hope indulgence, tho' they reach not praiſe, 
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,. 
7 ittlewit, 
Zu e | 
Quidnunc, 
2. Soy, 


Primitive Senior, 
Pamphlet, 
Lp Zen, 


> Trooſ 9 
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Faſy,. 
Blinker, 

Ranger, 

Frankly, 


Mrs Hypocriſy, 
Mrs Eliz. Weſt, 


imitive Junior, 


1 


MEN. 
Mr S—t: 
Mr Ho—_—_—_y, ng 
Mr i1 y, Junior: 
Mr H——ie. 
Mr H 


Mr S——#f, Senior. 
Mr S——f, Junior, 
Mr. O——t. , | 
Mr Mie. 
+ The C n E——-rg 
5 Mr G. S——e, &c. 
Mr R Go 
Mx G. R 
[ Mr W n ap 8 b 
Land waiter. 
Mr 1.—n. 


7 Two Gentlemen. 


WOMEN. 


Mrs I. n, an en- 
thufiaſtic C 
Mrs H h W- d, an 
old crazy Woman, 


- Eirſt and Second Religioſas, 


Plebeians, &c. &c. 
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40 T l. 80 Ke E I. 
The PEER of FORTHTOWN. | 
RANGER: and Taaux xv meeting, 


: Dat wa | 
V friend, Ranger, welcome to Forthtown. 
] am glad to ſee thee ſo near home. 

"Rang. I thank thee, Frankly, and have 
been juſt taking a turn here to fiud thee: I am. 
glad Pye been fo lucky as to meet thee: but 
had I nat beheld the ſame ſerenity in thy aſ- 
pedt as formerly, I had been fain to bid thee 
keep uff: For, duce take me! if I did not think 
* Was ſome epidemic diſtemper, or peſti- 
lence, among. the people—a ſort of melancholy 
in their faces not to be accounted for | 

Frank. Ha! Hal Ha! 

Kang. 4 ſee thou art merry on't; much 
good do it thee. But pray, Ned, inforw me, if 
thou can'ſt, of the cauſe of this range appear | 
ance. _ | 7 | 

A 


| 1 

Hank. We have had ſtrange doings of late; 
and, if you will have patience a little, I'Il en- 
deavour to ſatisfy you. The renown'd lecturer, 
Mr Flighty, who was the darling of the people, 
whoſe refreſhing eloquence infuſed joy into the 
ſouls of the hearers-- --- | 

Rang. Pho! that's he who had the love 


intrigue, and would have taken two wives, if I. 


remember right. 
Frank. The ſame. 
i Rang. What of him: 2 


Frank. Why he who, with nds bound - 


leſs as the ocean, ſtill bends under the many 
favours beſtowed upon him: he who in his farſt 
diſcourſe after inſtallation, ſang out that he 
would never leave them nor forſake' them :” 
He, I ay, finding it better to verify the pro- 
verb, © never eat coarſe bread when you can get 
fine, 55 chuſes now, rather than not follow this 
worldly maxim, to throw the ſenſe of all the 


obligations he lies under to be diſperſed by the” 


winds, in order that he may feed in that part. 
of the vineyard which is fatteſt. This, my 
friend, is the cauſe of the people's grief. 

Nang g. Aud is this all? 

Frank. The whole. 


Rang. A good riddance of him, Pfaith—- 


Had you er I, honeſt Frankly, been guilty of 


the half of what this limb of Levi has, —we: 
had been doubly damn'd by the populace for 


ungrateful ſcoundrels. 
Frank. Why there you have it—for when 
ſuch a one as he is once licenſed to mount a 


pulpit, be his qualifications ever ſo poor, yet 


the: graces of his gown and band procure him 
as much reſpect as if he was a Demi-go4 : being 


1 

in this manner ſet above 1 people, he thinks 
himſelf not accountable to them: and, if he 
eats. or drinks to exceſs, bids defiance to * 
that ſhall call him glution os drunkard, : 
caſe any ſhall be ſo bold as ſet before him thi 
evil of his ways, he chuſes this text, © meddle 
with your own matters ;” ſets before them the 
high ſin in toucbing or interfering with the fer. 
vants of God ; and, in fine, damns them and 
theirs to all eternity who ſhall be ſo preſump- 
tuous. | 

Rang. A very pretty doctrine indeed. —So 
this has been the method Mr Flghty took-to 
eſtabliſh his infallibility. He meant by this, no 
doubt, to inculcate, that none but the gentle- 
men of his cloth were the fervants of God: 
and therefore he was at liberty to do what 
ſeemed good in his own eyes; and confequent- 
ly it was a crime to call that evil which is 
clearly ſo in the fight of every perſon, Eur 
pray, Mr Frankly, how is this affair to be 
fettled? Have they fixed upon a paſtor as yet? 

Fran. That is a queſtion I cannot ſolve you 
in. You are very ſenſible that our town is note 
for contention in the moſt trivial matters. 
When ſuch a very important affair as this is on 
the carpet, diſcord muſt extend her ſable wings, 
and the olive branch be allowed to witker. 
This, you know, affords matter of ſpeculation 
to diſintereſted perſons, conſequently much en- 
tertainment. 
Rang. You are right ſo far; but for my 
part Jam a lover of peace and unanimity, and 
could with that any diſpute in this matter was 
amicably compromiſed. 

Frank, None, Sir, T am confident, will dif. 

| A 2 
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fer from-you in this reſpect; but how can it be 
effected? You may as well preach the unpopu- 
lar doctrine of moderation to a ſet of voters for 
a member of parliament, as inculcate here at 
preſent that of concord and unity. Nor can 
it indeed be expected, from the inconſiſtent 
and injudicioas ſteps a certain body of people 
are taking+.to bring about their own meaſures. 
Did they endeavour, by proper means, to ſoften 
and mollify the turbulent ſpirit which now 
prevails among the people, as their duty requires, 
matters might be accommodated in a ſpeedy 
manner, with the utmoſt facility. | 

Rang. You are certainly right—But ſee 
what a group of figures, with faces full of im- 
portance, we have got here, Pray who are 
hey ? | 
Frank Why theſe are our Cantwel mem- 
| * they, like good Chriftians, have been 

wiſhing health and proſperity to their quondany 
paſtor, . and have come here, now when it is 
noon, to cool their nuſes, overheated by laſt 
night's debauch. 

Rang. A very feemly ſet of gentlemen— 
Pray, what old gentleman is that with his back 
towards us, 

Frank. Why, Sir, that is old Littlewit, 
who, of all men living, ſtands in leaſt danger 
of being damned for his wiſdom. He can tell 
vou, if you talk ro him about architecture, that 
if a building had ſuch a thing here, and Juſt 
ſuch :anotber there, it would be unicorum : 

That a man cannot by law appear at any court 
three years after his death, becauſe then he is 
defunct. However, you malt underſtand he is 
a man of authority. 


- 
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Rang. Pox take ſuch authority! T wonder 
how the devil your church ſtands, when ſhe has 
ſuch crazz pillars to reſt upon — That other 


perſon by him, who is he? 


Frank. That is his ſon Mr Torch. He acts 
in a firſt character. His father's defects in 
point of knowledge are ſupplied by him. He 
is a fort of index for the old man to uſe when 
he is puzzled in any thing; and it is Mr Little- 


wit's cuſtom to copy after Mr Torch in every 


thing he does. Thus Mr Torch acts for his fa- 
ther and himſelf: and indeed, though nature 
has not been illiberal in the formation of his in- 
tellectual faculties, he has occaſion for them all 


in the ſphere of action he is engaged in. He 
bas the abſolute ſway in the ſeſſion, and had 


formerly, in a great meaſure, the command. of . 


the incorporations, though his influence there 
has now left him ; for, notwithſtanding all his 
aalifications, Mr Torch was fo intoxicated 


with the authority he bad attained to, that bis 


. vanity got the better of his underſtanding, In 


ſhort, he could not help bragging of bis power, 
and how many people he had the command of; 
a rock which many, politicians have ſplit on — 
A good manager ſhuuld never ſpeak as if he 


bad the command of his tools He ſhould treat 


them as if he adviſed 'with them, 

Rang and the other is Mr Primitive, if I 
remember right Still the old man, I ſuppoſe, 
lamenting the corruptions of the Himes, and the 


decay of religion. ; 


Frank Fxactly—Bat he beſt is to come. 


As we walk homewards 1 will acqu4int you 


with the meaſures theſe worthy Chriltians are 
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taking to bring in a man according to their own j 
mind. t 
Rang. With all my heart, Come elobyt 


[ Exeunt. 
SCENE II. 
The S 


Moderator, Littlewit, Torch, Lofty, DPrtdnunc, 
Downright, &c. &e. 


N-HOUSE. 


ads ih coo. AC a a as 


| Med. Brethren, I doubt not but you have 
well weighed and conſidered the cauſe of 
our being aſſembled in this place; and ] hope 
none of you will be guided by partial motives, 
as the good of this congregation is, in a great 
' meaſure, the matter of your choice. | 
Torch. Conſider, brethren, as in the like 
caſe the Apoſtle James did, when they were 
aſſembled in the like manner as we now are, to 
plant a paſtor, that his anſwer was, Where- 
fore my ſentence is, and ſo forth.” Conſider, 
therefore, I fay, that it behoves us to give our 
ſentence, as being rulers, either pyro or con, for 
Mr Cantwell or Mr Plainſenſe. 
little. You ſee, brethren, it is for our be- 
Hoof, as being head rulers of this K to 
give our voice in favour of the per ſon who is 
beſt qualified for the good of che K——, who 
1 take to be Mr Cantwell, 
Down. That may be your opinion, Mr 
Little wit; but I hambly conceive, with ſubmiſ: 
ſion to any of your better judgments, hat Mr 
I'lainſenſe is much — to Mr Cantwell 


a * 
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in point of ſpeech, and will be of more benefit 
to the audience, 

Prim. Stop Willie—my opinion is, that Mr 
Cantwell is much better qualified for this K— 
than any one poſlibly can be. I ken your 
meaning very well; but Mr Plainſenſe, al- 
though he may take well with fome folk, yet 1 
do not altogether like bim, for he has . 
too much philoſophy— take notice—I ſay h 
bas rather too much philoſophy to be a rv 


preacher, 
Little. Awa', awa? wr him. I dinna like 


your preachers that begin ſermons with Socra- 
ſite, What, in the name o' wonder, have we 
to do with Socraſite I ſay, Mr Quidnune, 
what have we io do with Secraſite * © 

Puid. Truly I'think Mr Plainſenſe a ſmart 
enough ſort of a ; but, ar the ſeme time, 
he is not qualified for the miniſterial 
You underſtand me — I think bim not quali- 
hed in the leaſt. Young divites ſhould always 
take care ; for, in my opinion, when a fludent 
writes pieces of poetry, be is not fit to govern a 
church; for then his mind is taken off in vain 
wanton ways 3 - and, in ſhort, I do think that, 
as | am a ruler of this church, I fay, I 
think myſelf in conſcience obliged to oppoſe 
the admiſſion of any ſuch paſtor. 

Torch. Right, Mr Quidnune, right—As 
you ſay, no man that is a poet is fit for the. mi- 
niſterial function, for their affect ions tend dowh- 
wards. Now [| lay brethren, as how that this 
prefent cauſe coming under our jurifdiction 
and determination; for though others have a 
right, in their own thoughts, that they onght 
to be judges, yer, look ye gentlemen, it is our 


C:rb 71 
. buſineſs, from many circumſtances, to elect and 
make choice of a miniſter, who is calculated to 
. pleaſe the ſerious and good fort of the congre- 
_ gation, ſuch as your wife, Mrs Hypocriſy, Mrs 
Elizabeth Welt, and ſuch others, real, found, 
orthodox people, who are directed by the judg- 
ment of their ſuperiors: ha k ye me: And 
. thereupon, moderator, I move that this affair 
may be entered upon at our next meeting. 
Little. Right, right; let us give in our ac- 
counts, and get our nick-llicks cleared before 
the maltman comes. 
: uid 1 adhere to your ſentiments, Mr 
Torch, ſeconded by thoſe of your judicious ſa- 
ther, Mr Littlewit; and | apprehend no body 
can diflem from them but thole who are at- 
-tached to Mr Plainſenſe the poet, and who 
have ne regard for the teaching of found, or- 
. thodox doctrine. 
_ Down. Moderator—I fay, Sir, ir is not our 
buſineſs to interfere with characters, and that 
it is below the dignity, of a-kick-ſeflion to throw 
re fle ctions upon any gentleman M batever, If 
my brother, who ſpoke laſt, has any thing to 
alledge againſt the unſpotted character of Mr 
Plainſenſe, let him adduce his reaſons; and I] dv 
here declare myſelf Mr Plainſenſe's champion, 
and whoſe righteous cauſe 1 will ever eſpouſe, 
in deſpite of a defpicable junto, who would, 
by the moſt contempiible-means, effect their 
_ own - purpoſes, in defiance. of reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe. Stimulated, moderator, by -party- 
zeal and faction, they have taken meaſures to 
bring into this church a man, Sir, whoſe moral 
character may be unblemiſhed, and which, I 
do frankly own, I have heard often applauded 
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will furely acknowledge, that, 
M hat I have ſaid, he — Ae from the in- 
tention of our mceting, in beginning to caſt 
ſquibs on private characters. 
a malicious diſpoſition, I could this moment, 19 


gard or reſpect to the 


ra . 
in the higheſt 88 Sir, a man whom, 
by the moſt credible authority, not above ons- 
fourth of the congregation hear, by reaſon of his 
weak voice, when he preached as a candidate 
in our church—ls this conſalting the intereſt of 
religion in this numerous pariſh ?—Ought this, 


Sir, to be the buſineſs of a kirk-ſeſſion, to me- 
derate a call to one u hoſe feeble body and 


weak voice render him incapable of ſach a 


charge, The ſmalleſt recollection will diate 
the contrary ; but if any man in this audience 
is fo influenced by party-zeal (which ſurely has 


not the leaſt connection in this affair) as to 


countenance ſuch a call, Sir, that man ſhews 


very little regard for the promotion of real vir- 


tue and morality in the place, and reverſes the 
purpoſe of his fitting here as a member. 


The gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Moderator, 
agreeable to 


Were I, Sir, of 


go no farther, declare my mind in a manner 


relative to ſome, which I well know they 
would not receive very agreeably; but, as this 


taſk is incompitible with our preſent ſederunt, 


.] wave it, and leave the gentlemen to their 


own meditations. _ 

Little. Kh ! moderator—it is my opinion that 
we, this kirk-ſeſſion, ſhould, without any re- 
you underſtand me : 
I fay, moderator, that we, as being the ſupreme 
body of this kirk, ſhould act in a manner inde- 
pendent in the caſe now before us: for here it 
lies, moderator—the caſe is this—Are we for 


—_— 
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Mr Plainſenſe or Mr Cantwell, who are the 
two canditant; —He! why part are for one, 
and part for the other. Now [I fav, and as T 
faid before, we being conſlituted members of 
this ſeſſion, and this cauſe now 1x ing before us, 
we need to have no dread, nor any care whe- 
ther we pleafe the people or not: for, are the 
people to be our judges, or dare the people 
[contradict our judgments? Itrow not. 

Prim. Right, brother, quite right; we be- 
ing the head of the kirk, as you obſerve, are in 


that caſe not to be controuled by our inferiors. 


Down. Moderator, I humbly conceive that 
"this is mere jargen, and of no manner of uſe in 
the prefent caſe: the drift of it is, that we 
may pleaſe ourſelves in our own choice with- 
out caring how we pieaſe the people. Fruty, 
moderator, I think this the moſt tyrannical way 
of procedure imaginable. Mr Littlewit has 


been pleaſed to ſay, that we, as being the ſu- 


pre me body of the church, are independent, 
and our judgment not/to be contradicted by-the 


"people. In this he has been ſeconded by Mr 


Primitive; but I would afk thoſe gentlemen 
for what purpoſe they fit here? Is it not as re- 
- preſentatives of the whole body of the people? 
Is it not then their duty to take care of the in. 
-tereſt of the people, and to hearken to the 
voice of the public, in au affair in which every 
individual bas fo near a concern? And would 
further aſk the gentlemen, if a contrary conduct 
can be wellreconciled with the principles of ho- 
: neſt y? I ſay, moderator, that it cannot, and, in my 
opinion, fume people who are here preſent, have 
too many underhand dealings to act in ſuch re- 
ſpects as would more decently befit them. 


vy 
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Torch. Silence—T fay, Sir, you are rather 
bold, and uſe too much freedom Do you know 
where you are,'Sir? 
Down. I fay, Sir, let him that the cap fits 


wear it—lI know where 1 am, and, Sir. 0 


Mod. Silence. 

Torch. Moderator. 

Down. Moderator. 

Mod. Keep your ſeats, gentlemen, 

Little. Moderator reverend moderator, 
hear me— I am the oldeſt elder. I ſay, mo- 
derator, as the parcies are both hot upon the 
ſuhject, we had e' en beſt defer. it till next ſeſ- 
ſion day. 

Mod. Let us determine matters more coolly. 
— Gentlemen, fit down. —Mr Quidnunc name 
your choice. 

Puid. ' Why truly, moderator, my opinion 
is, dir Plainſenſe may be. a very good lad—L, 
don't ſay againſt it—TI don't bold out againſt 
that, moderator; and no doubt he has his own, 
crotchet—Bur not to inſiſt upon that, modera- 
tor, I conceive it to be no ways to the good of 
the church that' we ſhould make choice of him 
for a. paſtor. 

Mod. Your reaſons, Mr Quidnunc? 

DPuid, Why I don't know—Your young 
ſtudents now have rather too much philoſophy. 
for being paſtors. Philoſophy and poems, mo- 


— 


derator, I take to be no good qualifications for 


that ſacred a you underſtand me. I ſay 


they are equally bad for that ſacred function; 


for, as Mr Torch, with great judgment, obſerv- 
ed, they make the affections tend downwards, | 
and leave the wind grovelling, as it were, in the 
mire ; whereas, one qualified for that office, bis 


: 


„ 
- 

; 
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affections ought to tend heavenly ways; and 


beſides, moderator, he preaches up morality. 
Now, what has morality to do with the goſpel? - 
Mod. There you are wrong, Mr Quidnanc ; 
for, in my opinion, morality is the foundation af 
the goſpel; and no man will deny that the goſ- 
pel is a ſyſtem of the pureſt morality, and 
without it no man can go-to heaven. 
Little. Very true; without Mortality no 
man can go to heaven. You are wrong there, 
Mr Quidnanc, you are quite wrong there. 
Mod. And as to your other objections, I 
think them as frivolous ; for by that way of 


reaſoning, we might baniſh ſcience and educa- 


tion out of the country, Now, Mr Quidnunc, 
let me tell you, that. in theſe reſpects, you 
and I differ; and, if theſe be your objections to 


-Mr Plainſenſe, I think they ought to be rank- 


ed amongſt his good qualifications. 

Jud. I have given you my judgment, mo- 
derator, and conſcience tells me I am right, 1 
therefore adhere to what I have ſpoken. 

Mod. Mr Primitwe. 

P/ im. Troth, moderator, the cauſe before 
us is of no ſmall weight, and requires time to 
conſider ; and although Jam of the ſame o 
nion with the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Yor, 


moderator, I think we ſhould firſt anderflang” 


what grounds we are on with regard to this e- 
lection — Phe times now are much fallen and 
degenerate, Had our forefathers ſeen the 
wickedneſs of theſe our days, they would bave 
oppoſed to the death the growth of fuch ma- 
Iinancy. Poetry ! if a man wants poems, let 


him read David's Palins ; and truly; modera- 
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tor, I am of opinion, that the Bible afford 
both poetry and philoſophy ſufficient for au 


of us. 

Mod. Mr Littlewit. 

Little. My otjecti ions, moderator, are, that 
Mr Plainſenſe is too young for fo great a charge; 


and indeed, as Mr Quidnunc obſerves, we have 
nothing to do with policy in ſermous, Policy, 


moderator, has no connection with religion. 
Mod. Philoſophy you mean. 


Little. They are words much of the ſame | 


ſignification, and alike in found, 

Lofty. No doubt. they are very clever young 
men, the candidates, both of them; but Mr 
Plainſenſe has too much morality interſperſed 
in bis dilcourſes It is a dangerous doctrine, 
moderator—a doctrine we have nothing to do 
with.—1t's a papiſtical doctrine, moderator. — 
Therefore I declare agaialt air Plains ule. 

Torch. And 1— 

Mod. Mr Downright. 

Down. All I can ſay, Sir, that, perfectly 
ſenſible of the juſtice of what I have already 
ſpoken, I have given my ſentiments in that 


L 


free, that open and honeſt manner which it is 


the duty of every man to do on all occaſions, ; 


Snbterraneous work, Sir, I deſpiſe. It is made 


uſe of by ſome, but never ſhall by me. — From 
all that I have offered on this preſent affair, 


Sir, I have ouly to draw this ſingle reflection, 


namely, that it is too ſoon for us to proceed io 
the choice of any one, before the pariſh be 
perfectly ſatisfied of the abilities of all the can» 


didates; and chat it is very probable, if fore 


people 219 F have patience, one might come 


aud offer himſelf a candidate for this vacancy, 
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and, by being choſen unanimouſly, prevent all 


diſcord and animoſity, which I am ſorry to ſay 
will be the iſſue of the violent and precipitate 


meaſures that are now taking, which will pre- 
vent the utility of the miniſter who may be 
choſen. | 

Torch. Moderator, as we have taken up a 


conſiderable time, and ſeveral members are not 


here, I move that we adjourn till next Thurſ- 
day, at the uſual time. 


Mod. Be it ſo.— [Scene ſhuts. 


A Tavern. Bottles and Glaſſes on ihe Table. 


RANGER and FRANKLY. 
RANGER. 
7 AM very glad we have been fo lucky, Ned. 
Frank. What mean you? 

Rang. Why 1 thought the gormandizing 
members of your Kirk had made your town as 
ſcarce of good liquor, as at preſent it is of 
grace——that's my meaning; but I ſee I am 
miſtaken. 

Frank, That is none of their fault, I dare 
ſwear. Had the publicans wanted good ſtore, 
they had been dry a month ago; though I am 
of opinion, if they keep on any time at this 
rate, we ſhall be ſcarce enough. 

Rang. Heaven forbid ! It's impoſſible they 
can run *G faſt and continue. Gad ?tis a ſhame 
they ſnho ild behave ſo.- 
dates now? 


What of the candi- 
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Frank. Why it is as uſual; he that merits 
moſt is like to get leaſt, Becauſe Plainſenſe 
is ſmart, and better beard, has a vein for poe- 
try, and more education than his antagoniſt, 
it is againſt him. A man of ſuch qualifications 
is too good for ſuch hair-brained people as ſome 
of our ſeſſion are. They cannot ſwallow his 
philoſophy—it ſickens their lomachs. 

| Rang. Who objected n his philoſo- 
phy» ? 

Frank. Honeſt Mr gpidnune, J hear. 

Rang. Quidnunc !—Pray what is he? 

Frank. An—O-— -. 

Rang. An O!—A, cypher you mean, ay, 
ay,—What! Has he neither head nor tail? 
He myſt be a ſtrange fort of being. 

Frank. As to his head, I know not whether 
his guts be in his brains, or his brains in his 
e but I believe he may want part of his 
tail. 

Kang. An excellent er for a ruler 
of the ſynagogue. Well, what had he to ſay 
againſt philoſophy ? 

Frank. Why, he very decently told the 
brethren, philoſophy and poetry were bad qua- 
lifications for the miniſtry, becauſe the. afﬀfecti- 
ons of the perſon who is ſo unfortunate as to 
have any taſte for them, tended downwards; 
though by the bye his affections tended down- 
wards in another manner. ; 

Rang. As how, pray? # 

Frank. This gentleman, who is now a prin- | 
cipal pillar of the church, you muſt know, in 
his younger days, was ſomething amorouſly in- 
clined ; But he was not always ſo lucky in his 
intrigues, it would ſeem, as the parſon in the 
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ballad “. In ſhort, Sir, after depriving one of 


Mother Brazem's veſtal virgins of her dear ho- 
mur, he felt all thoſe miſerable tortures, which, 
according to a profane author +, afflicted the 
min according to God's own heart, upon the 
Ike neenfion ; and it is faid, that he is' not now 
as ther men are. However this vifitatton had 
likewiſe the ſame effect upon him as it had u- 
pon the Royal Propher: It made him think 
upon the error of his ways: And after 
a redious recovery, he was converted from the 
gall of bitterneſs by a female religioſa, who is 
always ready to impart to her neceſſitous neigh- 
bours her enthuſiaſtic tenets, with that hypocri- 
tical tongue, of which ſhe has a ſuperlative 
command; and, as uſual in ſuch caſes, from one 
extreme Mr Quidnunc flew to another, and, 
inſtead of being a ſeemingly irreclaimable ſin- 
ner, became a ſteady and unalterable proſelyte 
te onr orthodox believers; and thereby being 
4:4 Jn Jae by Mr Torch as a very proper member 
1 bu led by the noſe in his eccleſiaſtical poli- 
155, he was admitted a member of that reſpec. 
table body the k—k-(: n, and has become a 
Jolid pillar of our church. | 
Ring. Led by the noſe, ſaid you? From 
oy d ant of him, I ſhould think him very 
Balz, if he has a noſe to be led by. But we've 
enough of him. —Pray give your opinion of Mr 
Plainſenſe. 
Frank. For fo young a preacher, he is cer. 
tainly one of the moſt accompltſhed ſpeakers in 
* 1 have ever heard To A _ thorongh 


. There Was a Jolly parſon, &c. 
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knowledge of the energy of our mother tongue, 
he adds very happily the moſt eaſy, ſtriking, 
and applicable action you can imagine. Nor 
are theſe his only qualifications. Were he 
poſſeſſed of no other, I ſhould eſteem theſe as 
uſeleſs, and of no effect; for though ſome peo- 
ple lay the ſole ſtreſs and oratory of the ſpeaker 
upon them (which, to be ſure, adds greatly to 
the weight of the diſcourſe), yet 1 am one of 
thoſe old-faſhioned hearers who affirm, that 
yall a ſubject conſiſt of noble ſentiments, un- 

eniable- facts, and judicious aſſertions, all the 
language and outward. ſhew of, the ſpeaker is 
of little avail. ' Such, for a while, may pleaſe, 
nay delight the eye and the ear, but can never 
affect the heart, or make any laſting hog . 
on.—But to return from this Ax G | 
Plainſenſe is not only maſter of elocùtion, - 
is endowed with ſolid judgment. His ſermons 
are a medley of goſpel and morality, or, to 

zeak more juſtly, of true chriſtianity.—Theſe, 
2 he inforces with ſuch weight of reaſoning, 
ſuch irreſiſtible perſuaſion, as it is impoſſible for 
an unprejudiced auditor to gainſtand. His very 
enemies muſt, nay do, frankly. acknowledge 
this to be the "tals, From this ſhort ſketch 
I have given you of this candidate's character, 
I dare fay you will be ſurprized that oppoſition 
can be made againſt him. Strange indeed it is 
but ſuch are tbe. inconceivable prejudices of 
a factious i ignorant, people, that, all the reaſon- 8 
ing of a Cicero is. incapable to remove them.— 


They place the whole of religion in the diſtor- 


tion of the countenance, the turning of an eye, 
and in prolix and tediogs rhapſodies „Aud as, 
of conſequence, a man of ſuch abilities is too 
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| Hr for them, they have declared n 
im 

Kang. You are right. I thank you, Sir.— 
Come, pledge me, and drink to the ſucceſs of 
real merit, and diſappointment to thoſe who 
are influenced by partial and bigotted motives. 

Frank. That I will, were it a mile to the 
bortom — But baſte; it begins to grow late; 
. we muſt pare. Every thing is good in its ſea- 
_— | 
' Rang. You are very right. Let us go. 
404 - | [Exeunt, 


SCENE II. 


The Road from the Church, where appear Mrs 
Hypocrify, Mrs Welt, and ſeveral other Fe- 
male Religioſas ; eſcorted by Primitive Ju- 
nior. 


Prim. Jun. Well, Mrs Hypocriſy, are not 
thefe ſad times, when a ſet of tradeſmen are 
endeavonring to rob that venerable quorum, 
the Seſſion, of their right to chuſe a miniſter 
in room of Hur late wor thy paſtor? It is certain 
they are puſhed on to it by ſome foes of the 
church, who deſire nothing elſe but contention, 
noiſe, and diſcord. Never was ſeen ſuch a tru- 
ty primitive ſettlement (ſo to ſpeak) as our laſt 
paſtor's. But why do I ſpeak of him who was 
our darling, our own property, and who would 
do nothing contrary to our opinion or advice, 
The remembrance of him brings tears to my 
EYes. 

Mrs Hyp. No wonder, no wonder, Sir — 
Too good reaſon, too good reaſon It rejoices 
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my heart to ſee ſtill ſo much goodneſs left iu 


our degenerate town as yon have now ſhown, 

Fir/t Relig And me doubly, Madam, 
Sure our loſs is irreparable. So dutiful a lad 
to our precepts never was ſeen. Never, never 
ſhall we ſee his equal in this as well as all o- 
ther reſpects. 

Mrs Weſt. Your ſorrow, ladies, is very laud- 
able, and ſhown in a good cauſe; but remem- 
ber, the only way now to compenſate for his 
loſs, is to join our united intereſts to bring in 
one of his ſentiments: And though I delpair 
of ever ſeeing them ſhine again with ſo bright 


a luſtre, yet I doubt not but in migiature they 


may be found in ur Cantwell, who I take to 
be a ſound orthodox preacher. M e ſhould the 
more readily do this from his being recommend- 
ed by Mr Flighty. Would ye think it, ladies, 
a few days before the worthy young man left 
us to rend our mantles, he called at my houſe 
with Mr Cantwell, ard introduced him to me 
as one who had his beſt wiſhes to be his ſuc- 
ceſſor, and who highly merited my patronage 
and protection, which, ſaid he, is of no ſmall 
influence amongſt the righteous part of the 
people, What could J do? Tears ſtarted in 
my eves on the reco!lection of his departure, 
and 1 heartily promiſed to throw my ſmall 
mite into the balance of Mr Cantwell's inte- 
reſt, This, I fay, ladies, is alone ſufficient 10 
conſtrain us to unite heart and hand in the, 
welt country lad's favour, 

Firſt Relig. Exactly right, Mrs Wet. 
That is juſt what my huſband ſaid to one of his 
brethren elders, whom he was viſiting,. but the 
man would not hear of ir, talked a great deal 


20 J 
of Mr Plainſenſe, and the i incorporations Joining 
and 3 their prerogative. 


Prim. Jun. I knew it would be fo, madam. 
His zeal, like others who are oppoſing us, is 
deſtitute of knowledge, and their arguments 
are ſo ſpecious, and gloſſed over with ſo much 
art, that ignorant mechanics, who are not fir 
to judge for themſelves, are induced to oppoſe 
the Seſſion ; though, were they to conſult their 
own intereſt, they would ſee that the Seſſion 
are better judges than they; and as they bave 
been in uſe to preſent a paſtor to this charge, 
they are the proper perſons to judge of the 
doctrine of the candidates. 

Mrs Hyp. Right, Robie, right. That is 
ſound orthodoxy. I wonder where you have 
imbibed my exact opinion. 

Prim. fun. My father, madam, and you 
never diſagreed; and it has always been a 
ſtanding maxim in our family for the ſon to 
imitate the father. 

Sec. Relig. A very eligible notion truly; but 
I dare ſay your father, poor man! is much vex- 
ed at the obſtinacy of the times. 

Prim. Jun. Incouccivably fo, madam. He 
can neither eat nor ſleep. He trembles for poſe 
terity —Why, madam, it was but the other 
day he heard ſome body warmly applaudiog 
Mr Plainſenſe's laſt diſcourſe (which you all 
know was abſolute heterodox\ ), it put him in 
ſuch a heat, that when he came home he had 
all the ſymptons of a fanatic fever, which a- 
larmed us very much; though, in my own opi- 
nion, he always had a "tincture of it. 


All. —Um—um,—— We can't ſay we ever 
perceived it. . 
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Mrs Hyp. Why, truly, the good man may 
be affected a little with that; but I rejoice to 
ſee, by its operation in what yo- have been 
now ſpeaking, that his faith is well- founded 
and built upon a rock. 

Prim. fun. Did you ever doubt that, ma- 
dam? 

Mrs Hyp. I never ſaw it evidenced to my 


mind fo much before. 


Prim. Jun Madam, with deference to 
your knowledge, 1— 
Sec. Relig, —Stop, flop——No differences 


' amongſt friends. My opinion is, that, the old 


entleman is a ſtaunch friend to the truth, and 
who of ſuch a profeſſion could contain himſelf 


upon fo intereſting an ocesſion, as hearing an e- 
nemy to the truth applauded, Beſides, Plain- 


ſenſe's moral character is not good, 

Mrs Weſt. Wy, truly, if he preached to 
our minds, I ſhould not regard that much ; bur 
as that is not the caſe, it is an excellent mean 
to retard his getting. puſſeſſion of the, affection 
and hearts of the people; and I hope you 


will be induſtrious in propzgating this rumour, 
whether falſe or true, as the intereſt of the 
church is at ſtake. 


Mrs Hyp. Haſh! Fl tell von a ſecret —— 


I am going io Eaſt-Lothian ſoon, and, on my 
return, I hope, I way be able to communicate 
ſomething on that head that may aſſiſt our righ- 


teous cauſe: Mean. time I recommend it to 
you all ro be active and zealous in tbis momen- 


tous point; but, bleſs me—I have forgot what's 
the clock. 


Prim. un. Near twelve, madam. 
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"Mrs Hyp. I have an appointment with my 
od friend and proſelyte, Mr Quidnanc, at 
* hour, and my advice as to the Seſſion's 
procedure, which he ſays he has no doubt will 
be followed by them. If you will favour me 
with your company at tea, ladies, and you, my 
dear Sir, I ſhall be extremely happy. And 
hark ye! ladies, I have a bottle of excellent 
Nantz, at your ſervice, I keep it for myſelf 
by way of conſolation when the wicked one 
proſpereth. . 
All. We will' with pleaſure wait oo you, 
' madam. 
Mrs Hyp Peace be with you. 
All. Madam, farewel. 

"[Exeunt ſeveral ways with great ceremony. 


SCENE III. 


The SHORE. 
Gruel, Primitive Senior, and Litilewit. 


Gruel. How d'ye, gentlemen. * am glad 
to ſee you, Mr Primitive. Well, do you Find 
yourſelf any better ſince laſt night. 

Prim. Sen. I thank you. I have bad ſome 
ſmall eaſe. O] bat my heart throbs when I 
"conſider on the wickedneſs of the times. We 
may now rend our garments, and mourn in our 
own duſt and aſhes, for the power of the un- 
godly is at hand. We may now turn our pul- 
pits into powdering tube, and our kirks into 
meal- markets; for, woe's me! our habitation 
is become às a deſart for wild beaſts. 
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Gruel. Great is the change, 20d much are 
the times to be lamented. There is nothin 
left now that reſembles the primitive diſcipline 
of our excellent kirk-government. Indeed it 
vexes me much, Mr Primitive, to fee fo little 
of the true ſpirit of chriſtianity within us. In 
a few years there will be no veſtige of religion 
left. Truly, Mr Primitive, the church is now . 
in ber decline, and ſorry am I to obſerve the 
power, as it were, wreſted out of her hands. 

Prim Sen. 'Tis that which grieves me; 
for do but obſerve now, when our church is va- 
cant by the demiſe of our late worthy paſtor ; 
I fay, do but obſerve the many contentions 
which are amongſt us. Matters are not guided 
as they were wont in former times; when the 
ſole power of planting a miniſter was lodged 
with the Seſſion, as being the moſt ſenſible part 
of the people. But now every ignorant being 
of a mechanic muſt have an intereſt in theſe 
weighty matters, 

Little. Very true. We have ſo many ig- 
norant beings of mechanics to deal with, as you 
obſerve, Mr Primitive. Now, it is my opinion, 
that in that place where the Apoſtle ſays, 
« Alexander the capperſmith did me much 


evil,“ that this capperſmith oppoſed the Apoſtle 


in the eſtabliſhing ſome worthy paſtor amongſt 
the Corinthians. I fay, I could lay ten to yin 
that this Alexander was ſome ignorant mecha- 
nical being of a capperſmith, who was a mem- 
ber of the Seffion in theſe days, 

Gruet. Oh fye! my dear Sir: Not at all. 
You are quite wrong in that, Mr Litilewit: 
For in theſe days there was no ſuch thing as 
contention in church judicatories. But now, 
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indeed, to our ſad experience, we find the caſe 
altered. 

Little Very true, Sir. But we need care 
very little for contention : For as | ever and a- 
non ſaid, We being the conſtituted members 
of this Kirk- ſeſſion, and in that caſe, you un- 
derſtand me—looked upon as jt were the head 
of the—— you know; I ſay looked upon as the 
ar men of ſenſe to judge in thele weigh- 


caſes—as I always ſaid.— We have nothing 


to do with the ſocie ties but negatively to give 
our judgment for Mr Cantwell. 

Prim. Sen. You are right in that reſpec, 
Mr Littlewit. We have already ſecured a 
majority in our own members. What remains, 
is to get over ſome of the ſ>cieties to join us: 
I believe I have pretty good moyen that way. 

Little. And all the intereſt my fon and I 


can uſe ſhall not be wanting. 


Eruel. All that lies in my power ſhall be 
done.—Put here comes r Quidnunc—hbe has 
been ſounding ſome of their aff-tions wich re- 
gard to Mr Cantwell. How d*ye, Sir. 


Enter Quidnunc, 


Zuid. How do ye do to-day, gentlemen, — 
Weill, did you fee the papers to-day a very 
ſpirited kind of a—remorſtrance by the lord— 
mayor yonder anius, I ſce, has given Lord 
N—th a very ſpirited hint with refpect to his 
Inte adminiflranton. 


Enter 8 


How do ye do, Sir. The Ruſſians, I fas: are 
driving the Turks flill before them great 


havock !——if they make good uſe of their ad- 
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vantages, they may block up the Darda—nelles, 
and—carry Conſtantinople in a month, 


Enter Blinker. 


How do you do, Sir?—\\ ell, as to Mr Cant- 
well: I have been ſpeaking to Neflrs Mizen 
and Blanderbore. They are both very well 
aff-eted ro our ſentiments, and wilt ſtick at no- 
thing to uſe their power in this affair —I was 
alſo with Mrs Hypocriſy, who tells me Mr 
Downright was with her to intercede for Mr 
Plainſenſe; bur ſhe told him, that ſhe had alrea- 
dy made choice of one Er to her own 


Baue, Pamphlet. 


How do you do to-day, Sir? | , 

Torch Well, and what cd Mr Downright 
ſay? 
"Quid Why, as uſual; ted: Mr— 
what's his name? Mr Plainſenſe, for a good 
lad; ſaid he was better heard than Nir Eine. 
1 ell; and that he hoped Airs Hypocriſy would 
unite her intereſt with his—and ſee to get Mr 
Plainſenſe ſettled in the charge. 

Torch. A-well, Sir, and what did ſhe ſay? 

Quid. Why, the told him—that he might 
think of Mr Plainſenſe what he pleaſed—bur 
ſo long as the h:d any intereſt in the Seſſion, 
ſhe would do all in her power to oppoſe ſuch 
ſertlement.—And in ſhort, although Mr Plain- 
ſenſe might be better heard than Mr Cantwell, 
yet there was none but the vulgar that filled 
up the remote parts of the church; conſe- 
- quently the guſpel could be but of (mall ſervice 
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to them — And 1 we the Seſſion, in 
conjunction with Mrs Weſt, and herſelf, had 
made choice of Mr Cantwell: And that Mr 
Downrighr, the vulgar people, and the incar- 
orations, might go and build a church for Mr 
lainſenfe where they plealed—for ſhe would 
oppole him m this. 

Little. Short and pithy. She anſwered 
him right.——PFor, as ſhe ſays— We the Kik 
ſeſſion being very plainly ſuch a; thing as the 
judges, even directly of ——you underſtand me 
—negatively I ſay we being endued with 
more ſenſe and underſtanding than the—cor- 
porations or poor people, have more right to— 
IT ſay, have a better right to make the election. 
— Now, as I ſay—1 hold it reaſonable, that as 
we fit pretty near the pulpit, and can hear dif. 
tinctly i ſay I hold it rea ſonable, that we 
pleaſe ourſelves, and let the incorporations and 
vulgar do the ſame. 

. Blink. There are plenty of empty ſeats in 
the-ſeceder-kirk—Let them gang there. | 

Torch. As you ſay, Sir Let them go chert 
in God's name! 

Prim Ay, ay.— We'll Bad a way to make 
them pay the ſtipend 

Gruel And very reaſonable * ſhould — 
We chuſe for them—not they for themſelves. 
Therefore, if they be not pleaſed with our 
choice, let them pay for their impertinence in 
finding fault therewith. a 

All. Very right 

Torch. Truly it would be a very pretty way 
of dealing, hark ye me ! for the Seſſion to make 
a gift of their e to their inferiors. 
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Litiie No, no. We muſt take particular 


care of our prorogations. 

Pam. But as to our. juriſdiction, we muſt 
make that good. 

Druid. I believe we ſhall be able to over-ma ch 
all our oppolers —T ſpoke to Mr Cantwell, and 
told him I would do all in my power for him 
—he is really a very ſenſible young man—he 
telis me he has a pretty good flock of ſermons 
by him, which is very commendable Bat, as 
J obferved ſeriouſly ro him ir is beſt to have 
them, here {pointing to his brow) : For, as I 
faid, the more you pry into them, you always 
find ſumething new to work upon.——And in- 
deed, to {peak truth—l always lay it down as 
a landing rule to tell my mind, and give the 
beſt advice | can to a young clergyman. 


Gruel. Pray, how did the bakers declare. 


themſelves at their meeting laſt night. 

Pan. Ha! he! ha!—Give us a pinch of 
your ſnuff—and I will tell you a ſtory 

Gruel, What is it, Mr Pamphlet? I pray 
you, what is it? 

Pam. Why, Mr Plainſenſe's bread is baken, 
that's all, rhat's all —— The bakers are unani- 
mous io his favour 
- All Hi! ha! ha!—Witty beyond meaſure, 
Mr Pamphlet. 


 Dvid. The mountain labours, and a mouſe 


is born—that's my opinion on't, gentlemen. 
| Gruel. You are wrong there, Mr Quidnunc: 
It is, in my opinion, a very witty turn; this of 
Mr Pamphler's; a very wnty turn. 
Dreid. But, Sir, you muſt underſtand, Mr 
n is a gentleman who can find miſtakes 
C 2 
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in the moſt fundamental paings of our preſent 
conſtitution. 

Pam. I ſay, Sir, you are there miſtaken ; 
And l'll lay you a heater and cooler, that none 
other will impeach me in fo ridiculous a cafe. — 
Would it befit me, gentlemen, to act in the 
light Mr Quidnunc would have me.— l am for- 
ry a Seſſion member ſhould be ſt ig matized in 
ſuch a manner by a brother. Gentlemen, you 
all know very well, that ſo far ain J diſlaut 
from (ach a thought, that fo ſoon as I ſaw the 
intereſt of the church at flake, fo far was I a- 
verſe to the heterodox opinion of the people, 
th.t | have done all in my power to oppoſe a 
ſettlement 1 thought prejugdicial. 'I his pro- 
ceediag, you all know, has been .ccounted by 
the generality of the people as improper : How 
far their ſentiments are juſt is not my buſineſs. 
But what I did in that reſpect was done with 
a laudable deſigu—namely, to ſupport our au- 
thority, which 1 hope none of you can object 
againlt 


Prim. You ſay right, Mr Pampblet. No 


matter whether our proceedings were reaſon- 


able or unreaſonable: We did it all for the 
good of the church, 

Gruel. Aud as for their ſentiments, we re- 
gard them not. We are not ſubject to their 
juriſdiction; therefore, in that reſpect, we do 
what ſeemeth good in our own eyes. 

Little. As you ſay, Sir. Let us do that 
which is good in our own eyes. You are exact- 
ly of my opinion in that — Now, as I was ſay- 
ing the other day, with reſpect to juriſdiction, 
the people negatively cannot lay any claim to 
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ours: Therefore, in 2 ſpeaking, they can - 
not lay any claim agaiuſt our procedure, | 
Torch. Let all arguments about that fall to 
the ground. It becomes us as brethren, as Da- 
vid ſays, to dwell in unity. As we are mem- 


bers of one junto, let us follow his advice. 
The day grows late now let as depart in 
peace—And, hark ye me! I expect your atten- 
dance at Sotes-holes preciſely at fix——as then 
we ſhall ſettle and have all in readineſs, So, 
gentlemen, till then, I am your humble ſervant. 
Little. — entlemen, your ſervant. 
Quid. — Good day to ye, Sir. 
[Exeunt ſeveral ways. 


ACTI. so EN E I. 
A TaveRN. 


Ironſides, Stirrabout, Bulk, Litilewit, and 
Mizen. 


BULK. 
Y an act 1696, ſaid ou? 
Stir. Yes, Sir, by an act 1696 And, 
Sir, you ſeem to be very void of Preſbyterian 
principles; for that act, Sir, eſtabliſhing Preſ- 
bytery, veſted the power, of electing miniſters. 
in heritors and elders: The firſt as baving a 
reſidence, and the latter as moſt verſant in the 
minds of the pariſh, which has been neglected, 
and ſelf- humour the conduct. r Bulk, Sir, 
your health. 
Little. Tell na me about your acts ninety- 
fix or ninety ſeven. I ſay we are clIders—and 
as I always ſaid, and ever ſhall ſay—we, as el- 
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ders, * for the I. AF that act nivery- 
ſix, caw you it—I ſay, that act never intended 
—it was never the intention of that act, 1 lay 
td put the Seſſion on ſuch a footing 
_ Stir. Dear me, man! read the act, or can 
4 read it? 

Iron. The ſeriptures ſay, follow your ſupe- 
riors in all things, Cleſiaſtes, cha p. v. verſe . 
Now, we being ſuperiors, it's not your acts nine- 
ty: fixes that's gawn to gar us ſtoop to alk ad- 
vice of the people in ony fic affair. The act 
ninety- ſix might indeed anſwer well enough in 
theſe days; but I am clear that we ſhould make 
am act of Seflion to break it. 

Little. As you ſay, Sir, I would have that 
act broken; and I think we ought to move that 
at our firſt meeting 


Enter Primitive Senior. 


Stir. I have expected you this half hour.— 
J have been juſt expoſtulating with theſe gen- 
tlemen, and explaining to them the nature of 
Preſbyterian principles, and how far they have 
acted inconſiſtent therewith. Have you the 
of religion at heart, or is it ſelf- humour? 
Should old enthuſiaſts claim a miniſter to feed 
their vanity, or chuſe a man, whoſe abilities 
might probably reclaim the extravagance now 
crept in, much known to be the effects of our 
laſt enthuſiaſtical paſtor's neglect. 
Tron. Tak care, Sir—dinna ſpeak that way 
of Mr Flighty—gude footh ! the clergy are black 
craws to ſhoot it.— As the Apoſtle ſays, It's not 
a canny thing to ſpeak againſt paſtors. Ve ken 
weel-enough what Paul ſays of that drunken 


12 
capperſmith, “ the Bord cenfiind him,” Co- 
runce, chap. iii. verſe 8. 

Stir. Very true. But when paſtors ſhew 
themſelves to be as other men are, and act in 
a manner in many reſpects contrary to their 
profeflion—will you, Sir, or any man, tell me, 
that it is criminal to ſpeak againſt fuch ? Truth, 
Sir, ſhould al-vays be heard without any inter- 
ruption. You may as well fay it is conſiſtent 
wich equity to ſay the members of the Kirk. 
ſeſſion act in a juſt manner, when, without con- 
ſultiug rhe voice of the people, they take mea» 
ſures to bring in a man whom the major part 
of the people are againſt.Ir's a ſhame— _ 

Bulk. You are very impertinent, Sir, and 
deſerve to have your head broke. 

Stir, Pray, Sir, are you aſhamed of your 
office? Think ſhame, then, to walk the ſtreets, 
you poor vain empty putfed up bladder! who 
are not able to withſland my foot. 

[ Here Stirrabout gets up ; they interpoſe. 

Miz. ' Shame, gentlemen—it becomes not 
the dignity of a Seſſion- member, Mr Bulk, to 
act after this manner. 

Stir. Nay, gentlemen—let me to him, and 
I'll beat him into ſenſe.. 

fron — inna ye ken what David fays, 
Sirs? He ſays, it becomes brethren to dwell in 
unity, Pſalms lxxiii. verſe 8. Dinna ye think 
it's a ſhame for men of your profeſſion to fall 
out amongſt yourſelves. Fall not out by the 
way, ſays Joſeph, Geneſts, chap. xxiii. verſe 7. 
Diana ye ken, Mr Bulk, ye're a Seſſion- mem- 
ber? O then conſider, be wiſe, and let not the 
| weakneſs of your paſſion betray the ſtrength of 
the ſpirit that is in thee, 


1 
Bulk. Gem? men, I am damb. 


Miz. May I preſume to ſpeak, ha 


I fay, gentlemen, am a mariner, and at the 


ſame time a Seſſion- member. I fay, as a ma- 
riner, it is my opinion, that none can object a- 
gainſt the authority of the Seſſion, becauſe the 
Se ſſion are in a manner ſteerſmen to the Kirk. 
On the other hand again, as a Selhon member, 
why ſhould any Seſſion- member, when he con- 
ſiders himſelf as a ſteerſman, deign to aſk the 
voice or conſent of an inferior mariner to guide 
his conduct. That is my thought of the caſe, 
gentlemen. 

All, Swong ſenſe. 

Stir, | ſay, Sir, you ſpeak in a manner very 
inconfiltent with the nature of your principles. 
Do you imagine, Sir, that the people are to be 
led by the noſe by the Seffion in an affair that 
ſo nearly concerns them? Are they to ſubmit 
themſelves to your choice, for no other reaſon 
but becauſe it's your will. 

Iron. The ſcripture tells them to ſabmit 
themſelves in all things to their eccleſiaſtical 
ſuperiors, and it is no doubt meant that the 
Seſſion are ſuch 


Little. So | always ſaid—they are certainly 


to ſubmit themſelves—you underſtand me- 
ſay they are even directly—negative)y to ſub- 
mit themſelves to our judgments. 

Prim. You are quite right there, brother. 

Tron. They dinna conſider the danger of 
riſing up againſt the people of the Lord. They 
dinna remember the fate of Coran, Dathan and 
Abiram, Leviticus, chap. ix. verſe 19. which 


was a Caſe very fimilar to our preſent. It grieves / 
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my heart 8 io conlider on the backſlidings 


of theſe our days 


Stir. But you are quite miſtaken, Mr lron- 


; fides, in the cale of Dathan, Coran and Abiram : 


And I am very much ſurprized, that a man 
who is fo well acquainted with the ſcriptures 
as you are, ſhould underſtand ſo little of their 
meaning, Yonr caſe is quite contrary. It is 
the buſineſs of a Kirk-ſeflion (as J ſaid before) 
to vote agreeably to the inclinations of the 
people, as being only their repreſentatives. 
Now, ſo far have you diſcharged your duty in 
this as became you, that, vice verſa, when you 
knew the voice of the people was for Mr Plain- 
ſenſe, you voted for Mr Cantwell. It this be 
acting according to the principles of the Chrif- 
tian religion, | am, with regard to that -article, 
at preſent an infidel. Does it become men of 
your office to behave in ſuch àa manner? Is it 
agreeable to the tenets of the goſpel to blacken 
and fully the reputation of your neighbour 
(which I have often heard you do)? 1 ſay, does 
it become the rulers of the Lord's vineyard (as 
you call yourſelves) to have ſo little regard to 
that Chriſtian meckneſs and charity (** when 
men revile you, revile them not again”) to re- 
vile them that have reviled you not. Surely 
men of ſuch principles cannot be called holy. 
And when men of your pretended ſanctity find 
room to act in ſuch a manner We may gaſtly 
cry out, O tempora! O moves / 

Little. I dinna know what you mean by 
trumpery and morus—bur I think yon have u- 
ſed too much freedom—aid 3 muſt call you a 
liar, Sir—and I fay we ought to have you cen» 
ſured, Sir—for interfering with our matters. 


C3 | 
Sri. Peaes, * bloekhead ! or I' cud- 


gel thee—thou old inſignificant fool the flaff 


thou baſt in thy hand iprics as much viſdom 
in it as them haſt thyſelf. 

Iron We are left at liberty to do what we 
pleaſe, Sir, We have a toleration, Sir, under 
the broad ſeal of heaven, and it becomes none, 
Sir, to challenge us Touch not my fervants, 
faith the + ord, Iſaiab, chap hii verſe 4. 

Stir. O Lord !-—Hi! ha! ha! A tolerati- 
on quotba'.— Well—this is certainly the moft 
ridiculous ſpeech JI ever heard. Such cumber- 

ers of the ground. I ſhall certainly die with 
n ha ! ha! — A toleration to do 
what yon pleaſe. Then yon may all go to the 
devil if you pleaſe Land ſo, gentlemen, I am 
your humble ſervant. 


k Exit Stirtabour: 
Prim. A groſs example of the corruptions 
of the times! Bat let us mind other buſmeſs. 
We miſt attend Sotes-holes. The time is al- 
1 — expired. | | 


Little. Right. I had almoſt forgot that. 


Mr Ironfides, will you favour us with your com- 
pany ; we ſhall be much obliged to you. 

Iron. Troth, Sir, you mann e'en excuſe me, 
J ſhould be very proud to take a bottle with 


you (for twopenny is a drink 1 admire very 


wack), but other buſinels calls me, 

Prim. O, no compulſion, Sir! Your ſervant, 
Sir. 

Iron. Gentlemen, your ſetvant. 


[Exeunt. 
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SCENE IL 


SoTEs- HOLE $— Appear raking their feats round 
a crazy Table——Litewir, Voreh, Lofty, 
Quidnunc, Primitive, Gruel, pamphlet, Mi- 
zen, and Bulk. | 


T orch. Landlord——— landlord ! het, 
Enter Landlord, | 


D'ye ſee, bring us a duzen of bottles of good 
neat twopeniny and, hark ye me! a neceſ- 
ſary utenſil may be allo needed, for n- 
ac celetates evacuation amazingly 

All Ha! hat ha Rigbt, Sir. 

Pam. What would ye thiok, gentlemen, of 
ſome good genuine Nantz? It makes an excel- 
lent tovy drink, when properly contounded 
with the twopenny. 

Torch Upon my word, Sir ale is a very good 
drink for a ſederunt; ard | like it the more ſo, 
becaufe one can be merry at little expence. _ 

All. Mr Pamphlet, you are over. ruled. 

Pam. I am dumb. 

Bulk. —He!—Gem'men, I have bad it long 

under conſideration to ſolicit this venerable 
meeting to introdu«e good London porter. It 
is an excellent drink, and I have ſome _— 
good by me juſt now 

Miz. kh! eh! eb !—Hark you, Sir, do you 
hear ? 

Prim. Don't roar fo, Mr Mizen: Your voice 
is like @ trumpet: It perfectly confounds my 
head. 


| 
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Miz. Pardon me, Sir. A good voice is a 
good thing rhough—eh !-..Well-..-but, gentle. 
men, I don't agree with Mr Bulk's motion : 
Twopenny is a good drink: 1 like to eicourage 
our own manufactures, 

Loſty. Drink is not a manufacture though, 
Mr Mizen. It is only ropes and fails, and ſuch 
things as theſe, that come under the, the, the, 
---you underſtand me --the denomination of ma- 
nufactures. 

Gruel, You are in the right, Mr Lofiy : I 
believe, indeed, you are in the right. 

. Lojty Ay, (o I thought. Catch me in the 
wrong if you can. 

- Miz. I fy, gentlemen, take notice. Take 
notice, gentlemen 


Prim. O my head! Oh! Eh! 


Nh, Miz: I fay that drink is brewed with hands. 


Little, * are right there, Sir. It is brewn 


with hands: I can tell you that. 


Torch = ſtop, Sir. 


Little. Yes, yes, I thall ſtop when you bid 


me. 

Miz. « Well, I ſay it is not only brewed with 
hands, bui it is carried to our mouths with our 
hands.-.--Eh ! Mr Littlewit, Eh l. -Mr Quid- 
nunc, I thick that was a very witty turn of 
mige. 

Juid Pert enough. 

Little Take care, Mr Quidnunc, don't call 
the gentleman impertinent. 
' Miz. Ay, ay, I have a good genius for epi- 
ams of that kind ſometimes. 

Little. I's the twopenny gives you life. 
There s tov much hops in it, That malt be 
taken care of next time. : 
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Prim. Allow me to ſpeak, and tell you that 


you are deviating from the diſpute. Mr Bulk 
propoſes to introduce a new-faſhioned fort of a 
foreign drink he calls Porter. Now Jam clear 
againſt it. What my friend Pampblet has at 
his head in that pe ter- pot is very good, Our 
forefathers drank it; and it ts undutiſul in us 
if we. do not follow their example. I.fay ale 
is a very wholeſome drink. 

Little. So it is, Sir; a very ſaluntantary 
drink. 

Prim. And, and Jam not done, gentle. 
men: I have a great deal more te ſay: It is 
the cheapeſt. 

Torch. Have you done, Sir? 

Prim Yes, yes, Sir: 1 have done. 

Torch. You hinted you bad a great deal 
more to ſay. . 
Prim. Well, is not there a;greal. deal in its 

being cheap. | 

"Bulk. 1 ſhall not n gem' men. 

Torch. It is in vain, Mr Bulk ; you need 
not. Now I lay as bow that—bawk ve. me 
we are here met, we ought to make the proper 
uſe of this ſederunt, with regard to our-eccleſi- 
aſtical proceedings: I therefore move, that ihe 
megrbers of this club give their opinions with 
regard to ſoliciting thoſe of the corporations 
who are not of our party, and acquaint them, 
that ſuch and ſuch is our pleaſure; and that 
we have voted for Mr Cantwell: Therefore, 
as no time is to be loſt, we hope they will * 
dily concur with us in this reſolution a 

Zuid. Very good! I world juſt write 2 
card to each of them, acquainting them—you 
underſtand me—that we had well weighed and 
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conſidered the qualifications of the young men; 
and had. found in Mr Cantwell thoſe which 
were beſt adapted to the intereſt of the church 
and fo on you underſtand me and 


juſt tell them, that we expect their concurrence . 


in this weighty matter. That would be my 
way, gentlemen, | 

Gruel. Juſt ſo, Sir. 

Prim. Well, but, d'ye ſee, I would add 
this, that it has been the cuſtom in former 
times for us to have that prerogative, and that 
we hope they will ſubmit themſelves as for- 
merly. 

Torch. I ſhall hint as much, Mr Pamphlet. 
Drink, Sir. 


Pam. Your health, Sir. Landlord. 


N Enter Landlord. 

Bring me a heater: That twopenny ſwells 
Ca belly, if taken without being properly 
qualified with a little brandy. 

Miz. He! Give us a pinch, Mr Pamphlet. 
Hark ye! Mr Torch: 1 ſay, Sir, d'ye hear? 
Eh ! I ſay to-morrow being the day when we 
are to decide this matter, we being the majo- 
rity, ſhall we allow Downright and his party 
to ſpeak ? 

Little. I think we ſhould oppoſe them in 
thar. | | 

Torch. We ſhall think of that, Mr Mizen; 
we ſhall think of that. 

Miz. Nothing like ſecuring the main chance 
Eh! Mr Torch. Nothing like ſecuring the 
main chance. 


Lefty. As you ſay, Sir: Nothing like that. 


- L.A þ 
Miz. Am not Il right, Sir? 


Prim. For heaven's ſake don't cry ſo bide- 
ouſly : You'll rend my head—hough ! hum! 

Little. This will be a fine ploy for the folk 
to talk of: I'll warrant fome of them will be 
ill enough pleaſed with this affair of ours, 

Zuid. Never mind that. 

Miz. Let the people go to the devil: 
Let us pleaſe ourſelves. Mr Cantwell is re— 
commended to me by my friend Mr Strong— 
head : And though it is all one to me who be 
miniſter, yet, as I am a member of this Seſſion, 
let me have my own way of it. Eh! Mr 
Torch, is not that right, Sir? 

* Torth. Right, right. That we may be in 
readineſs to-morrow, I'll ſtep home and write 
theſe letters. [Exit Torch, 

Gruel. Juſt ſo, Sir. | 


Enter Landlord. 


Little. Landlord—our drink's out—bring us 
another dozen. 

Pam. And, hask ye !—fill that ſtoup again, 

Pd. That's briſk drink. 

Little. Never worſe, Sir. 

Zuid. Mrs Hypocriſy tells me ſhe has done 
a good deal of miſchief to Downrighr's party, 
and retarded Plainſenſe's progreſs in the affec. 
tions of the people. 

Miz. Very capable but, Mr Quidnunc, 
—eh !—give us a pinch—he! I fay, Mr Quid- 
nunc—hem---drink, Sir, if you pleaſe hup. 

Prim. My head! Moderate your voice, 
Mr Mizen, or Fl leave the room. 
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Miz. I ſhall, Sir, I ſhall I 'beg your par- 
don - hem. 
Lofty. I think we are pretty ſecure with 
reſpect to to-morrow's work, 

Gruel. I have helped that. 

Little. Let our bowls a” row together: ' This 
will make Willie Downright bite his thumb— 
as my wife told him when he came to ſolicit 


| her—ſhe had diſpoſed of the kirk already. 2 | 
and 


has a cald coal to blaw at, poor man! 
ler him e*en be rs, 
AI. Hat ha! hat 
Prim. A cald coal indeed. 
Miz. I fay, gentlemen,---bup---I think we 
ſhould exclude him and his party from amongſt 


Jui Better, indeed, the houſe of God lie 
in rubbiſh than be built by Samaritans. Now, 
I ſay, it is my opinion, that none who oppoſe 
the beſt and wiſeſt part of the Seffion, ſuch as 
ourſelves— I fay ſuch, in my opinion, are no 
bettet than Samaritans: And as the favoured 
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, let 
us have no interference with theſe ſons of er- 
ror 
Little. As you ſay, Sir 
Pam, Let us mind our drink, Sirs : Upon 
my word the twopenny is excellent. 
Little. The drink is without it's marrow ; 
and though I ſay-it my ſelf, there is none in the 
town wore cleanly Na — But, Mr Quid- 
nunc. what's in the papers to-day? 
Drid. Why | don't know—nothing of con- 
| ſequence—---afl full of nothing -ſume empty 
ſquibs indeed---but all an amuſement. 


Little, Nothing of your friend Mr Wilkes? 
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uid. Why, [+ to Mr Wilkes, I take him 


to be a man of as ſound revolution principles as 


any here: Ioan pereeive how things move. - 


And, indeed, it is my opinion, not to fay any 
thing, gentlemen it is my opinion Mr Wilkes 


is a good friend to thofe of our way of think- 
ings I don't ſay any thing, indeed, againſt- --- 
you underſtand me----but I have made it my 
buſineſs theſe dozen of years, to obſerve the 
motions of the wheel of--- but mum for that 
<---I ſay I have viewed narrowly every political 
tranſaction, and indeed 1 perceive many enor- 
mities which Mr Wilkes has ſtrenouſly oppo- 
ſed : So that I really think, according to my 
opinion really take Mr Wilkes to be a 
very good friend to liberty, and a worthy pa- 
tron. 

Miz. I really think him a d-----q ſon of a 
Wh e, and 

Gruel. No ſwearing, Mr Mizen : It's diſa- 

greeable to the company. 

Miz. I fay, Sir,---.d*ye hear ?----I fay, Sir 
Wilkes is a ſcoundrel. 

Prim. Don't roar fo, Mr Minen ——O 
my head ! 

Miz. By G., Sir hup-- ] beg your par- 
don, Sir: But 1 ſay d----n Wilkes and his liber- 
ty, and [ ſay — 

Prim. For heaven's ſake no contention, gen- 
Yemen. ns 

2d.” Let him go on, gentlemen, let him 
go on: When Mr Mizen has ſtudied politics, 
and traced the originals as far back as I have, 
he will come to another way of thinking. 

Miz. | ſay, Sir, by G-- - 1 have ſtudied as 
far back as you or Mr---ch ! het he l. or Mr 
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Wines bave done and monsever—- . —n 

me- -I £0 5 96 01 
Lofty. Tis a awe to: bios G much ſwear- 

ing: Come, * — at be mw 

ſhame: eto m[10%% ; 


Enter Torch. 


F ; a are. We" come, Mr Torch : We. have 
-had very high words bere: | - 401100 

Torch. For ſhame, gentlemen: Give ober all 
diſputes; I have wrote my letters, which, I 
believe, will anſwer pretty well. - There 
what do you think of them, brother Lofty:? 
Lofty. As far as I have read----well. done, 
Bir-—o(readr)-- um- -um--great happigels---una- 
nimity---um---appland our choice - -um- --goo 
of the charch.:---Extremely ſenſible; upon my 
word---that anchor ſtrikes to the bottom---what 
do you think of them, Mr Mizen ? 

Miz: I never proceeded on a voyage with- 
out knowing whether bound: How the devil 
can I give you my opinion before I read them? 
Was nat that good, Mr Gruet?---he !---hup----- 

Lofty. Too harp, captain—too ha 
there there read *em.— 
Prim. Gentlemen — mind your buſineſo— 
What did we come here for? 

Bulk. To diſpatch ſome twopenny, cer- 

+ | 
9s Ay,. and ſome brandy too, 1 p- 
e. 

Prim. Gentlemen, you are both in the wrong 
the purpoſe of this meeting is to have mat- 
ters in readineſs for to-morrow, beiug the great 
day of election. MM Io h, 20260 121 
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Torch. You are right Mr Primitive.“ 1 have 


1 rote my letters to the incorporations in a ſly 


ſubtle manner. They muſt be humoured, 
though they are a parcel of fools, the whole of 
:them.— _ 

Gruel, Very right, Sir, very age. 1 al- 
ways chuſe to acquaint the patient ſometime 
beſore the operation is to be performed. 
Ham. Eh! hup. Land -—lord-—hickup 
twopenny all out Lord, I have fore eyes. 
Lofty.” Too much by the head, Nr Quid- 
nunc. Pamphler's all wrong. 

Did, I wiſh be may be able to attend the 
election ro-morrow, 

Little. Mind your bulinels, gentlemen. 
What bave we to-do with *toxicated people? 

Torch. I hope you will all take care, gentle- 
men, to do nothing raſ{hly. I ſhall give you a 
watch- word when I (ee you go too far. 

. Miz, You are the beſt judge, Sir—hip.— 
Will you have a ſong? I can ſing you a Gr 
or” one about flip and tobacco. 

Prim. Ob! no ſongs, Mr Mizen, or Pn 


| leave the room. - Your voice is too much on the 


baſe key for the drums of my ears. I would 
rather chuſe to hear ſome of my friend Mr 
Ouidnunc's poetry. 
Avid. You are a good judge of things when 
you alk that indeed; but I have unluckily left 
my copy with a printer, as I intend to publiſh 


them for the edification of the world. 


_ Pam. Gentlemen, I humbly conceive—bip 
—dye ye ſee, Sir? I humbly—apprehend— 
hip—rbat it is proper time to depart to our— 
bip—reſpectful habitations—and places of a- 
bodement,—Do ye mark me? 
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Torch. A good motion. — ! expect vou at- 


tendauce to- morrow, gentlemen, at ren &clock 


Hau know.my meaning. 


Bulk. ——- the. fo — Gem? 2 1 have PREY 


ſmall freight accounts to get in to-morrow ; but 
Fl endeavour to attend you, 

All. --««You malt poſitively. 

Gruel. ham ſurprized, captain, to ſee a man 
af your ſenſe prefer worldly affairs to the good 
of the charch. 

Hulk. Hel -Notbing like the preſent, is my 
motto, gem'men.—--Make hay while the Sun 
Es. | | 

Pam. Right ---thats badly off his- hup- 
flamach---- badly of his ----hickup-----indeed---- 
he! «--minds the preſent---. hickup - as much as 
yau do---- hickup. 

Torch. No perſonal refleRions.-.- Landlord, 
whats the Iawing ? 

Lond. —Five and twenty bottles of two- 
penny, and three grams— juſt four and 2 
pence, gentlemen, 

Torch. I'll pay it----there..-- -Shew us out 
and hark ye me E- bid the maid ſhew Mr 
Pamphlet home. 

Pam. No, no, no. I can walk Nene 
1 pon my own ſeet - Mi Quidounc- --come 
along----bup. < oo 


l. ou won't be the worſe of a lan- 


thorn. 
Miz. No, "RO. FF you will be the better of 
a binacle light>;;ha! F ha! ha I- eb !. -- -he ---- 


[Torch leads Pampbles, who overſets the 
chamberpot on Mr Mizen's legs, who 
crys out. * Hell and the devil ſprung a- 
leak -— 


— 


r 
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All, Ha! ba! ha! 
Pam. A ſmall miſtake, look'y > Sin, 
hickup----come-along - farewell. 


Exeunt, the maid accompanying Pawphler, 
G DB N E H. 
The Street before a Barbers Door. 
Eaſy. and Pamphlet. 


Lair ---- Well how goes it with you, Mr 
” 

Eaſy. Why, faith, as faſt as it comes. How 
is it with you? 

Pam. —-Nat quite fo faſt. My beard was 
longer this marning than it was yeſternight;---- 
for which reaſon I have been viſiting my friend 
Mr Strap bere.--- | 
Eaſy, Ay, ay. Ger. yourſelf all. in. read 
neſs; no . your attendance will be neceſſary 
with the Seſſion to-day, though it has not n 
thought ſo theſe ſix years by paſt. 

Pam. Ha! ha! ha l. -L ſee you will always 
be the old man, Mr Eaſy---always paſſing your 

„kes. 

. Eaſy. — Why, faith, I am ſtill. the man 
who would deſpiſe. to let myſelf be hed by ibe 
noſe in the manner you have very decenily ab. 
lowed yourſelf, merely to ſerve the capriee of a 
conceited favl. Look ye, Mr Pamphlet, is it 
reaſonable cht a whole congregation ſhould be 
over - ruled by a few. crazy-keaded women, in 
conjunction with half a dozen fanatics? You 
yourſelf know the meaſures they have taken to 
effect their purpoſe. Is not you awe prece- 


1 
dure unaccountable? was it becoming men of 
vour profeſſion to intrude yourſelves as Seſſion 
members, merely at the inſtigation of another? 
it ſhesvs you to be- actuated by a ſelſiſh motive. 

Pam. I ſee you are to inſtruct in the matter, 
Mr Eaſy. + You know nothing of it. 

Eaſy. --+-You are there miſtaken. - Reaſon 
may give inſtruction ſufficient to any one who 
will look into the affair.----Is it reaſonable then, 
that your quorum ſhould bring in a miniſter in- 
to this church, in oppoſition to one who has. the 
aſſent of the major part of the 'congregation ? 

Is their pleaſure to be obeyed? are the incorpora- 

tions, Who are 8 expence of the ſtipend, to 
reſign their privilege to the Seſſion? ſurely 
none will call that reaſonable. 
Pam. Ay. but conſider, that the Seſſion 
haves! been always in uſe to give rule in theſe 
matters, as being the head of the people, if I 
may ſo fpeak, and alſo, as being better acquain- 
ted with eceleſiastical matters than the people 
Deand how can we poſſibly fail fo to be, when 
we make it our daily buſineſs to ſtudy eceleſiaſ. 
tical polities? 


1- Eaſy. - Damn'd lyes, vs Gl. How the devil 


can many of your members that can neither 
read nor write, be judges in Ecclefiaſtical mat- 
ters? Beſides, this is no reaſon + for, by an 
act of aſſembly 16g6, ſuch power as you ſpeak 
of was only lodged with the Seffion, as being re- 
preſentatives of the people, and being beſt ac- 
+ Rings with the people's inclinations: there. 
ore, in that caſe, they were to vote as the people 
directed them. But now, ſo far to the contrary; 
every one of you acts according to your own 
mind, without caring whether the people be 
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pleaſed or not: ©. We oleaſe ourſelves ; let 
the people do the fame, ſay. yo. Our judg- 
«ments are not to be controuled by our. inſe- 
rs.” 
Pam. ----You can find arguments enough, Mr 
Eaſy, for your own purpoſe: This is not a con- 
venient place: I muſt w— and mind N 
buſineſs. 5 
Eaſy. Ay, ay: Go your ways. Wel, 1 
hope in God, all your efforts will be of none 
effect. 
Pam. That may be your Lich _ che 1 truſt 
it will never reach heaven ſo your ſervant, Mr 
Eaſy -- your moſt moſt humble; ſervant- - ha! 
hai ha! Exit Pamphlet. 
"Fahy: Well, this is ſurely one of the moſt 
curſed towns in Chriſtendom----and the people 
the moſt deluded----what a ſhame it is to ſee 
men of ſuch principles admitted as members in 
any Judicatory:----It is as hardly to be thought 
an impartial judge would paſs his ſentence in fa- 
your of ſuch, as it is to be ſuppoſed a perſan: 
truly orthodox — be —— by them 
Exit * 


SCENE IV. 
The Inſide of a Church. 


Moderator, Torch, Littlewit, Quidnune, Gruel, 
Primitive, Pamphlet, Mizen, Downright, 
Ironſides, Craigend, Lofty, Ranger, LES 
and a Number of Citizens. 


_ Mod. I hope, gentlemen, an of you have 
conſidered, that as the good of this church is, 


gf 
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in a great meaſure, the matter of your preſent 


determination, you will not allow yourſelves to 
be inflaenced by partial motives, which have 
not the leaſt connection with this buſineſs : But 


that yon will give your jJadgments in a free, 


open, and candid manner, as it beromes you to 


Ferch. 1 bah none of us are here, modera- 


tbr, but what have the intereſt of the church 

at our hearts. 

. That were at leaſt much to be 'wiſh- 
| Little. For 2 part, oleracar: T ſhould 

be very ſorry to hurt the kirk: Gude ſootb! 

it's no canny to-do ony thing that would be 

prejudicial to ihe intereſt of the kirk. | 

Iron. It's very far frar being canny : For 

part, modiate, I'ſe be very laith---- 

Puid. He! moderator---it would not be do- 
ing the fair thing---for men of our.—yon under- 
Rand me---I ſay it would not be doing the fair 
thing for men of our profeſlion to burt her in 
the leaſt. 

Prim. It were much to be wiſhed that the 
church were as pure and undefiled in theſe our 
back-fliding days -I ſay, moderator, it were 
much to be wiſhed, that we ſhewed the ſame 
zeal for her interefl as our worthy forefathers 
did : But what through the corruption of the 
times, and cureleſſneſs of paſtors, ſhe is degene- 
rate---alas! ſhe is much degenerate from her 
primitive grandeur: Much need had we to 
take care: for we are told, that in the laſt 
days foxes ſhall come in ſheep! s cloathipg, :- 
And, to our ſad experience be it ſpoken, there 
are many in theſe our days many paſtors 
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there are, I ſay, who 4. no care of the flock: 

They have learned ſo much philoſophy now-a- 
days, that the goſpel is fer aſide, and we get 
nothing bat_ pieces of poetry, and philoſophy, 
and morality, mixed all up together, inſtead of 
the goſpel in its native purity. 

Ion As you ſay, Sir. Mony of the young 
men of theſe days are like the kirk of Theſſa- 
lonica, neither cald nor het, Corunce, chap. iii. 
verſe 4. and like the tying prophet, Canticles, 
chap. xix. verſe 12. and downwards: They 
gang to the Divinity haw be they are weel out 
o' the ſhell, and there thei profeſſor tells them 
mony a braw ſtory about Clato, and Aller/totle, 
and Epenceuros (lo my wife tells me at leaſt), 


but he never conliders that they are all the - 


while ſtrangers to the truth, Yepheſfans, chap. 


iii. verſe 28. He tells them, to read Tolly, and 


Virgil, and Tinder, and Tillieſon, and mony 
fic. Pm thankfow I never read ony o' Them, 
and never heard o' their names till my wife 
telbd me. And then, what fine things he ſays 
about yin Socrtes, and Siſera, and Sertca, w ho 
were a pack of rank atheiſts, and ſteny-hearted 
reprobates ! It's fack, and PH proove it, were 
it needfow, I remember one, indeed, who 


dance ſaid, that if that Siſera, as you caw him, 


had had the fam light that we have, he doubt, 
ed no' but he might ha” made a tolerable pou- 
pit man: But he nor no man ſall ever gar me 
trow that: For it's as plain as parridge, that be 
was baith a Romin and a Socinian, an Arian, 
and an atheiſt to the bargain, Young men 
ſhould then try to mak it the yerneſt vibe; of 
their heart to rob otrt ſuck nonſenſe: They 

Mould lay: up A ſtock 2 ſeaſonable alle, 


- 
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which, will ſtand, them in mair need in. the day 
of trial and viſitation than all your Clatos, and 


Siſeras, and ſuch Arminian atheiſts and morali- 


ty men of the gentile nations.“ 

\ Little. As for this fallow, Siſera, caw ye 
him, I canno' ſay I ever heard ony thing o' 
bim; but for the other chiel Socraſite, 1 never 
liked bim. I always ſaid we had nothing to 
do with, him; for I am credibly informed he 
was one-of your heathen deities: Now, what 
have-we to do with heathen deities in ſermons? 
And, indeed, I conceive it to be—as the. ſcrip- 
ture ſays—to be the language of the beaſt, 
when one preaches up ſuch a doctrine. 

Jron. It's juſt the language of the hoor of 
Babylon, that abominable trumpet ; Revela- 
tions, chap. xvii; verſe 1. and downwards. But 
ſae lang as I can ſay Bo to a gooſe: here, fic a 
yin ſhall never get leave to ſet his foot within 
this higging as a preacher Wad ye hae a 
youhg chiel, wha's teeth's langer than bis beard, 
ſet in fic a place. Mr Downright's friend has 
o'er meikle ſkullar-craft about him tell him 


that frae me, any perſon that likes, I, never 


loo'd ony o' your great ſkullars; they ay gang 


a grey gate at the latter end: And wha cares 


though the corporations be for him? What 
are they but a parcel, of idiots and raſcals? 
For there's hardly yin amang them that's worth 
a groat in a' the warld, —1 have not done, yet, 
modiatie.—Wad. they hae us, who are appoint- 
ed ta be the watchmen of the kirk, to allow 
one to come and labour in the vineyard who 

as bowed bis knee to Baal? Na, na,: Your 

ullars get a“ an unco ill word chat way. GY. 
us our ain 1 lad, modiatie; he preaches 

Magopico. 
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good ſound doctrine, 244 in troth he is an. ex- 
cellent poupit man: I never heard yin poſſeſſe d 
with better poupit gifts: It does my hears good 
to hear the very ſound of his words, n 
chap xxx. verſe 12. 

Little. As you fay, Sir: F am exactly of your 
opinion ; and as I always ſaid my ſelf, We ve- 
ganvety bewg fach a thing as the wardhitied 
of 'the vineyard—are 'in that cafe—you under- 


that none but good found worthy paſtors ger 
admiflion. And, as he fays about ſcholaf-craft, 
troth, moderator, I really believe-that the kick 
has thriven but fo and fo ſince we had ſo mei- 
kle of it amongſt us. Several people fall a- 
laughins ) Wha's that laughing chere do 
ye ken, young man- — | 
Iron.” Let me manage them, brother: T am- 
beft gifred with words You young folks din- 
na like us becauſe we gr you blads o' the veri- 


ty, and tells you about things vou dinna like. 


You are a' for new-fangled unge and de ſpiſe 
the auld men's counſel; Chrononcles, chap. 4. 
werfe 8 Ve dinna like to bear ony thing c 
goſpel myſteries ; 'Corunce I. chap iv. verle 1. 
e dinna beware of falſe teachers; Phillipis,, 
chap. ii. verfe 4. and downwards: But ye fol- 
low them that will preach up vain morality,, 
and fic other damnable doctrines. Ye like to 
get a touch of phfloſphy, which is of ho man- 
ner of yedification to the ſaul. Ve dinha reve. 
rence your ſaperiors: Dinna ye ken there's a 
woe pronounced againft them that do not gi 
Homage to their ſuperiors? O tak care then, 
young men, be wife and hear inſtruction; and 
above all things, remember to reverence your 
E 2 
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eccleſiaſtical n as myſelf, and Mr 
Litilewit here, and then all will go well with 
ou. 
n Mod Have you done, Sir? Brethren, let us 
proceed to the buſineſs of the day. 

Little. Then, Sir, as I am the oldeſt elder, 
Pl begin. Moderator I need not tell you 
what is the cauſe of this meeting; I dare ſay 
you know that very well. Why, moderator, 
here are we met, and the cauſe i is this—he !— 
Are we negatively to give our votes for Mr 
Cantwell, or negatively are we not? —- he 
Moderator, I dare ſay every ſerious Chriftian 
within the walls of this church will vote for 
Mr, Cantwell; and the reaſon is very plain, 
we the members of this Seſſion did vote for bim 
he Now, moderator—the Seſſion being al- 

ays deemed as men of underſtanding, and, as 
it were thought, like ſentries ſet upon the walls 
of the vineyard, it's not to be thought very 
probable, that any perſon or perſons can loup 
out o'er the dykes, and tak quietly the poſſeſſi- 
on of 105 vineyard, without our being acquaint- 
ed therewith, Aud indeed, moderator, we are 
a fort of dogs, that when we are once et a- 
barking, it's no every piece of cauld beef will 
ſtap our mouths again. Further, I ſay, in the 
next place, and as I ſaid before We being 
ſentries ſet upon the dykes and yets of the vine- 
yard, it's in our power to open the yets or ſteek 
them, or let one loup the dyke, or not loup the 
dyke, as we think proper; for we are a ſet of 
Folks like the janufaries, we keep the inhabi- 
tants under dur ſubjection; and we have no 
commanding officers but our own will and plea- 
ſure: Therefore 1 ſay, moderator, we ought to. 


— 
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have our own way in this election; and it is the 
duty of every one that is here preſent in this 
numerous afſembly to ſubmit themſelves to our 
former determination: And fo Þ have done. 

Miz, I take upon me to ſecond Mr Lit- 
tlewit in what he has been now ſaying—bup. 
Moderator, Tam by proſeſſion a ſailor, andat the 
ſame time a member of this very reverend Se ſſion 
—he.—Now, as a failor—he—l flay—br—he— 
J ſay, as Jam a ſailor, it is the duty of every 
one of us to ſubmit ourſelves to the determina- 
tion of this Seffion—he—for may we not com- 
pare the church to a ſhip? and as a ſhip, is the 
not toſſed up and down as it were ir a tempeſ- 
tuous fea? — Now, I ſay, as Jam a failor—hup— 
bad ſhe not need of ſkilful pilots to guide her, 
and keep her from running aſhore—eh !—hel— 
he !—bup-—-1 dare ſay, moderator, none will 
hold out againſt that. Now, can there be bet- 
ter and abler pilots than we ourfelves?—eh !— 
1 ſay, can ibere be more {kilful pilots than the 
Seſſion are? 

Don. — Can there be more un{kilful ones, 
you ſhould have ſaid. Your metaphor is 
very good as to conſidering the church as a ſhip. 
But ſuppoſe the caſe to be real; that a ſhip is 
toſſed up and down in a tempeſious ſea; that ſhe 
had need of ſkilful pilots, none will hold out 
againſt; but when, iuſtead of a ſkillful pilot, a 
blind man, or a crazy blockbead is ſet to the 
helm, will the mariners ſubmit themſelves to 
his direction? will they run themſelves into 
quickſands, or amongſt rocks, to ſatify the ca- 
price of hair-brained fools? I ſuppoſe none will 
be ſo adventurous. 

Tron. Sir, 1 hope ye dinna take us to be 
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blind, do you?—1 could ha: ſeen, Sir, before you 
was able to digbt your b-ck-ſ— de: And as for 
taking care of the church, it is our privilege: 
my brother, Mr Litulewit, has made that good. 
And for your young man, we have already re- 
ſolved, adjudged, concluded, and feenally de- 
feeded, tbat he is yet in the gall of wickedneſs, 
and band of iniquity 

A Ha! ha! bat! 

Dorus. Spenk common ſenſe, or at leaſt 
* ſome little reafon. 

tron,——Reaſom and common au are two 
Dales, that onght never be allowed to dofile 
the ſanctuary; there was never any good came 
o“ our mother church ſince they came fo 
meikle in faſſion I teke inſtruments againſt 
them (throws down a fixpence): 1 proteſt, mo- 
dera tor, againſt reaſon and common ſenſe. 

- Mod. — This is endleſs work: let the vote 
. 
Here #bey vote round ; the majority are for Mr 

" - Ptuinſenſe. ] 

Mod. Gentlemen, feeing the major part 
of the people are for Mr Plainſenſe, I think ir 


my duty to give him my voice alſo.—You ſee, 


gentlemen, that it is of no avail to hold out a- 
gaiift the body of rhe congregation 5; and 1 am 


forry to obſerve, that your conduct in this affair 
has already cauſed. great contention, and will 


yet be matter of ſcorn and cenſure. For ſhame 


chen gentlemen, lay afide all difcord and dif 


agreement : behave yourſelves at leaſt as men: 


how unlike that chriſtian unity and meekneſs, 
which was fo juſtly celebrated in former ages, 
is bs this behaviour of 3g wi lay then all animoſes 


— 4 


ang an as — a Uo tho — . 


3s 1 
ty aſide, and ſubmit yourſelyes to the voice of 


the people. 

Tron. I canna ſay'u, Modiatie, you have 
ruined. the church: you have betrayed the peos 
ple of the Lord: you have given the theep to be 
fed by a Samaritan, to be fed by a ſtranger; 
O modiatiec !- modiatie! conſider, modiatie; that 
theſe things ſhall be required of thy hands; 
and that there will be a curſe pronounced upon 
all falſe paſtors —You will make our church an 
abomination, modiatie.—ſhe will become as 
Tyre and Sidon (wipes his eyes). 

Rang. —D-—no the blockbead, when will 
he have done? [ Aſide, 

Frank. Hear him out. _.[ Aſide to Ranger, 

fron. — There was a day, modiatie—in my 
day, there was a day—that no paſtor was admit. 


ted into the church, but ſound orthodox here- - 


tics—thoeſe who. ſtood to the cauſe of the goſ- 
pel: but now, modiatie, you'll bring in men of 
jeſuital principles; men wha'll gee you pieces 
of your ancient heathen writers inſtead of cita- 
tions cut of the Lamentations, and other parts 
of t he Scripture. —TI proteſt, modiatie and 
thereupon tak inſtruments. 

Rang. Sure heaven never deſigned theſe 
blockheads for governors of the church. 

Frank. — The government of their ſtaffs is 
ſufficient for them. The ſpirit of contention, 
Ranger, which manifeſts itſelf fo directly oppo- 
ſite to that of heaven, has ruled the church 
this day. 

Rang. Call it any ſpirit but a good one, 
When men ſo far degrade their natures as to be 
induced, from ſordid ſelfiſh motives, to facrifice 
their hearts, the noble ſpirit of integrity is ex- 


F 
pelled their minds: they proſtitute the Higheſt 


gift of heaven to the moſt abominable purpoſe; 


their ears are (hat up to the loud call of Juſtice 
and equity; in fine, the operation of a fuperior 
power is abſolutely neceſſary for their re formati- 
on. —Frankly, I am fick of theſe factious: fools, 
Let us leave them to the cenſure of the world, 

and have a glaſ; of exhilerating wine, to' difpeN 
the bad humour that their ridicalous contenti- 


on has occaſioned. 
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ExRATA. P. 5. L. 3. for crazz., rend crazy. 
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P. 30. L. 3. a fine, for to ſhoot it, read to ſhoot | 
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